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Health study milestone Red ta

GABRIELLE YOUNG

YESTERDAY saw the 100th Bus-
selton ‘baby boomer’ participate in
the town’s biggest study into health.

Di Richardson was randomly
selected for the Busselton Healthy
Ageing Study which aims to con-
tribute to the development of
strategies for facilitating healthy
and productive ageing in the gen-
eral community.

Senior scientist Michael Hunter
said the response rates had been ex-
cellent so far.

“We are testing 2500 people in-
itially and with more funding we
want to take that number to 5000,
which will mean roughly one in two
people in the age group will be in-

volved in the study in the next three
years,” he said.

Dr Hunter said participants got a
comprehensive health check in-
cluding access to a new bone den-
sity machine funded by a grant from
the National Health Medical Re-
search Centre.

“Our message is if you receive a
letter of invitation or phone call to
respond, it’s not too late,” he said.

Mrs Richardson said the study
was a great way of helping keep her
own health in check.

She said she thought the key to
healthy ageing was exercise and a
positive and happy outlook.

To contact the clinic phone
9754 0548 or for more information
visit www.bhas.org.au(.)

Busselton Health Study’s 100th participaﬁt Di Richards-on with research

nurses Shelley Cheetham and Darby Bennett. PICTURE: DEREK POOL
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Hairdressers support bill to cut regulations

NATALIEBROWN

BUSSELTON hairdressers have ad-
ded weight to a Parliamentary de-
bate to scrap a regulations body in
the hope of drawing more staff to
the region.

Vasse MLA Troy Buswell, argued
in favour of a bill to abolish the
Hairdressers Registration Board,
which he introduced when he was
Minister for Commerce, to reduce
red tape and make hiring staff easier
for regional areas such as Busselton.

Mr Buswell said his own hair-
dresser, Amanda Hudson of Bussel-
ton’s The Barber Shop raised the is-
sue with him several times because
the need for registration with the
board meant staff from other states
or overseas could not easily be hi-
red. He said the barbers had run in-
to difficulty hiring an overseas resi-
dent, who had experience in some
of the United Kingdom’s leading
salons, because she was not regis-
tered through the board.

“It is absolutely ridiculous to ex-
pect that a person would come to
Perth and have to take a course to
get the tick to be a hairdresser when
that responsibility should rest with
the owner of the hairdressing fa-
cility,” he said in Parliament.

Mr Buswell said other Busselton
hairdressers he had spoken to also
indicated a desire to abolish the
board.

Mrs Hudson told the Times the
board required staff to undertake
exams before they could trade in
WA, even if they had worked in
their profession for many years.

She said it was difficult to attract
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The Barber Shop’s Amanda Hudson wants regulations reduced so she
can attract more staff to her business. PICTURE: DEREK POOL

staff in Busselton and allowing the
employer to assess a hairdresser’s
skills would make hiring easier and
while cutting her local member’s
hair, decided to raise the issue.

“If you ask any hairdresser in
town they won’t agree with it (the
board). .. Ithink there shouldn’tbe
regulation at all, you regulate within
the salon,” she said.

Consumer Protection com-
missioner Anne Driscoll said re-
views of the hairdressing industry at
a State and national level found
complaints about hairdressers were
low and the proposal to abolish the

board was consistent with reforms
to reduce red tape and the regulat-
ory burden on small businesses,
standardise practices across juris-
dictions and improve the mobility of
workers across the country to ad-
dress skills shortages.

The bill was passed in the legis-
lative assembly and sent to the legis-
lative council for approval.

The Hairdressers Registration
Board directed questions to the De-
partment of Commerce.

Mr Buswell did not respond to
questions from the Times this week.
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the scrappy cow
* Scrapbooking/Cardmaking ¢

WINTER

DAZZLER BREAKFAST

Treat the family to a spectacular hot and cold buffet breakfast feast

SIA 2010 Retailer of the Year

BRAND NEW
TIMETABLE

Scrapbooking & Cardmaking classes.
School Holiday classes
not to be missed!!

Australia’s Leading Water Solutions Network

With member businesses across Australia, and
generations of local water expertise, Think Water
services the following sectors:

e Water Filtration
e Vineyards

e Pump Systems
e Solar

e Domestic Reticulation

e Grey Water Systems

e Commercial Irrigation

e Agriculture / Horticulture

e Storm Water Pipe & Fittings

this weekend for only $24 per person (kids $12, under 5’s free).
WIN a ‘Revitaliser’ Escape Day Spa Package! There’s one up for
grabs each weekend.

Classes, Kid’s Parties, Photos & Invitations

271009

Shop 11/137 Town Square,
Bussell Hwy Margaret River

Phone 9757 3440

thescrappycow@westnet.com.au

Book now — call Toby’s Restaurant & Bar on 9756 9777.

Sales, Service & Installation
7 DAY CALL OUT SERVICE

9755 3405

dunsboroughf@thinkwater.com.au :

Toby’s Restaurant & Bar
Dunsborough Resort & Spa
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Shop 3/33 Dunn Bay Road, Dunsborough
Q759 1166

PO Box 48
Margaret River WA 6285
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CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
INCOME TAX RETURNS | BAS &IAS RETURNS | TAX ADVICE | TAX PLANNING | CASH FLOWS & BUDGETING | FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Suite 11, The Reef Centre
33 Fearn Avenue
Margaret River WA 6285

Reception +61 08 9757 9841
Facsimile +61 08 9757 9851
email: info@proactivetaxsolutions.com.au
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