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We wish to bring to your attention that there are limited fishing platforms with disabled and elderly access in the
north metropolitan coastal area, and it is only possible to use the present North Beach jetty at high tide in
favourable weather.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 81.]

COMMUNITY POLICING OFFICE, ROCKINGHAM

Petition

Mr McGowan presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 20 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We the undersigned, ask that the Government move the Community Policing office out of Lotteries House and back
into the Rockingham City Shopping Centre.  This would mean an increase in the accessibility of Community
Policing and an added security presence in Rockingham City Shopping Centre.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 82.]

BILLS - ASSENT

Message from the Deputy of the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -

1. Taxi Amendment Bill.

2. Carnarvon Banana Industry (Compensation Trust Fund) Repeal Bill.

3. Western Australian Meat Industry Authority Amendment Bill.

4. Police Amendment Bill.

5. Acts Amendment (Video and Audio Links) Bill.

BUSSELTON STUDY

Statement by the Premier

MR COURT  (Nedlands - Premier) [2.11 pm]:  Many members in the House will be aware that for over three decades, the
people of Busselton have willingly lived under a microscope to make it possible to collect and analyse data for medical
research.  On a regular basis the people of Busselton have been required to undergo a range of health tests, divulge personal
information and answer long lists of questions about their lifestyle.

I am pleased to report to the House that last Friday the people of Busselton were rewarded for the role they played in
Australia's longest running health study with the launch of the publication "The Busselton Study".  The people of Busselton
can be proud of the fact that their participation has provided the data for a document that will provide an invaluable reference
for health care professionals in Australia and internationally as they seek to implement effective preventive health strategies
for the benefit of the general population.

The study provides results which are of immense practical significance in the prevention of cardiovascular disease, diabetes
and respiratory illness, and has assisted in research into a wide range of conditions including obesity, peptic ulcer, sleep
apnoea and immunological disorders.  The results of the study are very interesting and show that the introduction of health
intervention programs in Busselton targeting high blood pressure, smoking, high blood cholesterol levels and obesity led
to significant improvements in the health of the community.  The results reveal an improved survival rate among regular
survey attendees and a 30 per cent fall in death rates.  The data also records a fall in death rates from cardiovascular disease
in Busselton which researchers say is a direct result of treating high blood pressure and lowering the level of cigarette
smoking.  The interventions accounted for a fall of 67 per cent in men and 22 per cent in women.
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Obviously the study has had many benefits for the participants and it has also led to an overall improvement in the health
of the Busselton community due to an increased awareness of diseases and their treatments.  In the longer term the study
will reap benefits for governments around the world as the burden on health care systems ease following the implementation
of more effective preventive health strategies that have been tried and tested in Western Australia.  In our State alone, the
potential savings from improved preventive health care strategies would calculate to many millions of dollars each year.

The State owes a great deal to those responsible for conducting the Busselton health study and the man who conceived the
idea, the late Dr Kevin Cullen, a Busselton general practitioner who held a passionate belief in disease prevention.  I am
certain that the late Dr Cullen would have been very pleased with the achievements of the Busselton study and the significant
contribution it continues to make to improving the health of our community.

ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION

Statement by the Premier

MR COURT  (Nedlands - Premier) [2.13 pm]:  Last week I advised that I had received the report of the special inquiry into
the Anti-Corruption Commission.  The special inquiry was established on terms of reference settled by the Solicitor General.
These terms of reference directed the special inquirer to inquire into allegations of -

Leaks of information to the media by the ACC regarding the search of premises including those of Commander
Ibbotson and Detective Sergeant Ferguson.

Connections between two nominated ACC investigators and organised crime or some other persons making them
unsuitable for employment by the ACC.

A material conflict of interest of the Chairman of the ACC.

The terms of reference further directed the special inquirer to refer to me any other matters that he considered warranted
investigation.  The special inquirer found that there were no leaks from the ACC as alleged.  The special inquirer found no
evidence that one of the ACC investigators had improper associations, and, as the other ACC investigator had left the ACC,
it was impracticable to reach a conclusive finding in his case.  

The special inquirer found that the evidence before the inquiry did not warrant a conclusion that the chairman has or had
a material personal interest in a matter under investigation by the ACC and failed to disclose the nature of that interest to
the commission or acted contrary to the Act.  However, the special inquirer did find that the commissioners and chief
executive officer of the ACC should have followed more closely the formalities under the Act in relation to conflicts of
interest.  As to "further direction" in the terms of reference, the special inquirer noted that matters had been raised directly
with the Government, and did not put forward any matters that warranted investigation or further direction.

The concluding observations by the special inquirer commence at page 33 of the report.  In particular, the special inquirer
commented that - 

the inquiry had been informed by a person in a position to know that he had recently experienced "exemplary"
treatment by the ACC; 

the inquiry agreed with the joint standing committee recommendation for the setting up of a continuing independent
review authority; 

the inquiry had discerned a tendency for the ACC to question the motives of complainants and suggested that, in
dealing with complaints, the ACC deal with the issues and substance leaving the questioning of motives to others;

the inquiry recommended that the ACC give further attention to its processes in relation to conflicts of interest.

The Government has sent the report to the joint standing committee and the ACC will receive a copy today.  It is expected
that the joint standing committee will monitor the response of the ACC to the matters raised by the special inquiry.  In
relation to other matters raised with Mr Boucher, the Solicitor General has advised that they do not warrant an extension
to the terms of reference for the special inquiry.

As mentioned, the joint standing committee has recommended the creation of an office of parliamentary inspector of the
Anti-Corruption Commission.  The committee's report is currently under consideration by the Government.  The Government
is reluctant at this stage to appoint a watcher to watch the watcher.  The 1996 amendments to the Official Corruption
Commission Act established the ACC as the peak independent investigative body into allegations of corruption and
criminality.  The commission is made up of three members of the community who oversee its operations.  Historically, strong
attacks are made on such bodies.  The past 12 months have demonstrated that the ACC is subject to the supervision of the
courts and if allegations become such that an independent inquiry is required, the Government will have no hesitation in
appointing an inquirer as was demonstrated in this case.  The situation will remain under review, but at this time it is
considered to be too early in the days of the ACC's operations.


